
 

THE MUNDENS WITH SACOMBE  
CHURCH AND PARISH  

NEWSLETTER  

JANUARY 2020  

Every Tuesday  
9.30am Holy Communion BCP Sacombe 
  

Every Wednesday  
9.15am Holy Communion  Standon 
  

Sunday 5th January 
8.00am Holy Communion BCP Standon 
10.30am Morning Worship   Little Munden 
4.30pm The Centre Community Church Standon & Puckeridge 
   Community Centre 

Sunday 12th January 
10.30am Morning Worship with Communion  Standon 
4.30pm The Centre Community Church  Community Centre 

Sunday 19th January 
8.00am Holy Communion  Standon 
10.30am Morning Worship with Communion Little Munden 
4.30pm The Centre Community Church Community Centre 

Sunday 26th January 
10.30am Morning Worship  Standon 
4.30pm The Centre Community Church Community Centre 
6.30pm Choral Evensong BCP Standon 

Sunday 2nd February 
8.00am Holy Communion BCP Standon 
10.30am Morning Worship   Little Munden 
4.30pm The Centre Community Church Community Centre 

Prayers will be said in the Upper Room at Little Munden on Thursdays at 9.15am, except in 
the week of the Village Lunch. 
 

Rector: Revd John Chitham, The Vicarage, Standon   01920 739483 
 

Churchwardens: 
Little Munden Jeremy White 438575 Colin Jenkinson       438379 
Sacombe   Peter Hudson 438379 Derek Wheeler  438875 
 

Website:  www.ubsms.org.uk 
www.facebook.com/unitedbenefice3 Twitter:   @unitedbenefice3 
 

Readings for January: 
5th January Epiphany Isaiah 60: 1-6,   Matthew 2: 1-12 
12th January 2nd Sunday of Epiphany Revelation 21: 22-27,   John 1: 4-9 
19th January 3rd Sunday of Epiphany    1 John 2: 8-11,   John 9: 1-7 
26th January 4th Sunday of Epiphany (10.30am)   1 John 1: 5-7,   John 3: 16-21 
  (6.30pm)    Ephesians 5: 8-21,   Matthew 17: 1-5 
2nd February Presentation of Christ Isaiah 49: 5-6,   Luke 2: 22-40 
 

http://www.facebook.com/unitedbenefice3


Letter from the Rector 
Dear Friends 
New Year is traditionally a time for change. There is an old joke: how many vicars does it take to 
change a light bulb? To which the response is: CHANGE??? Nonetheless the church does change 
every now and again. Walk into any of our churches and you will see modern upgrades of kitchens 
and toilets, heating and doors, or plans to do something similar. Change is sometimes painfully slow 
but that is what happens in family life, as long as everyone is consulted so that we all stay together. 

And so, after such consultation, there is a relatively small change in our benefice service 
pattern that begins from January. The service pattern was already working quite well but it needed a 
little tweaking. The most immediate, noticeable change is that our mid-morning services will all start 
at 10.30. This is easier to remember and less confusing than having different times. The second 
change on time is that the monthly choral evensong will be at 6.30, not 6.00. This is to make sure 
that there is no clash with the afternoon service, The Centre, which is at 4.30. The full list of our 
services is below (this will also be posted outside our churches and on the website). 

 Why make these changes? In essence it is to have a simpler pattern which can be 
remembered by those who go to church regularly, and also understood easily by those who come 
less frequently or are newcomers. The second reason is to ensure we have a spread of services in 
the Benefice. People find it easier to worship God in different ways; we are not all the same. So, the 
early morning service and the evensong are very traditional, the 10.30 services are in modern 
language but still using traditional hymns, and the afternoon service is very contemporary. Our main 
goal is to help everyone come to God, whatever their background. You are very welcome to try it 
out!  

Monthly services 
1st Sunday:   8.00 am Holy Communion – St. Mary’s, Standon 
  10.30 am Morning worship - All Saints, Little Munden 
  4.30 pm     The Centre Community Church – S&P Community Centre 
2nd Sunday: 10.30 am Morning worship with Communion - St Mary’s, Standon 
   4.30 pm The Centre Community Church –  S&P Community Centre 
3rd Sunday:  8.00 am Holy Communion - St Mary’s, Standon 
  10.30 am Morning worship with Communion - All Saints, Little Munden 
   4.30 pm The Centre Community Church –  S&P Community Centre  
4th Sunday: 10.30 am Morning worship - St Mary’s, Standon 
      4.30 pm The Centre Community Church – S&P Community Centre 
     6.30 pm Choral Evensong - St Mary’s, Standon 
5th Sunday: 10.30 am Morning worship - St Catherine’s, Sacombe 
            4.30 pm The Centre Community Church – S&P Community Centre 

John Chitham 
 
COUNTRY MATTERS   (December 10th) 
Well we have certainly had some changeable 
weather during the last few weeks---rain, frost, 
fog and winds. The sum total however means 
the ground is still very wet in most areas. The 
grass has kept growing enough to keep the 
sheep satisfied, they look in good order for 
lambing in about seven weeks’ time from now. 
All the cattle have now been yarded for the 
last four or five weeks and nine good calves 
have joined the herd during that time. 

I am afraid the general public got a distorted 
view of meat production recently in Liz 
Bonnin’s  film on TV. She showed  units in 
U.S.A and Brazil (with the disastrous burning 
of the rain forest) and never showed one 
typical British stock farm. I am quite sure that 
our dentition proves that we need a certain 
amount of meat in our diet. 
I saw my second woodcock of the season on 
Nov.14th, and the next day the first fieldfare, 
but only a very few since. I don’t think we’ve 



had so many blue-tits and great-tits on the 
feeders, but not many other birds so far; 
maybe the weather hasn’t been hard enough 
for very long at a time yet. I think the local 
population of magpies must be at a peak. I 
saw seven together in our yard yesterday, 
which bodes ill for the songbirds next spring. 
 

BIRD OF THE MONTH   -   PHEASANT 
After robins, pheasants are the birds we see 
depicted most frequently on Christmas cards, 
calendars etc. They have been such an 
important addition to the English landscape 
that it’s hard to believe that they are not native 
to this country. There can be no other wild bird 
that’s had the misfortune to become such an 
important part of the rural 
economy.

 
There’s no doubt about it, a cock pheasant 
strutting along a hedge side or the edge of a 
wood is a handsome sight, especially when the 
sun catches his plumage. And of course he is 
good to eat as well. 
The hen bird doesn’t get enough attention paid 
to her plumage, which she should do. What 
perfect camouflage when she is sitting on her 
eggs among dead bracken or 
leaves.

 
The eggs too are the right colour, being olive 
green or khaki, blending in with their 
background.    Tony Spackman 

CHURCH HEATING ISSUES IN THE 1950s 
In March 1953, the Rector of Little Munden, 
John Bounds, wrote: 
“We now have a beautifully warmed church, and 

we are grateful to Lady Chancellor for the gift of 

two extra radiators.” 

In the same newsletter, the Rector of Great 
Munden, C E Howlett, wrote: 
“We have managed to mitigate the coldness of the 

church during this winter by the loan from Mr 

Stamper of two oil stoves, but of course they are not 

sufficient to warm the church to a really 

comfortable temperature. However, we live in hope 

that we may be able to have the new stove in for 

next winter. In the meantime we must do our best to 

keep the fabric in good repair.” 

After several months of further discussion, he 
was able to report in January 1954: 
“At last we have the new stove fixed and working 

satisfactorily – it is very pleasant to come into a 

really warm church and no longer have to worship 

in the freezing atmosphere. I am writing this before 

Christmas, before the really cold weather, but I’ve 

no doubt the new stove will be capable of coping 

with any winter weather within reason.” 

Meanwhile, the Priest-in-Charge of Sacombe, 
Stephen Rees-Jones, had written in February 
1950: 
“Once again Mr Hedges (sic) has very kindly 

offered to tend the Church boiler, and we are 

indebted  to him for stoking up every weekend that 

the House of God may be warm for worship on 

Sunday.” 

 

VILLAGE LUNCH 
for Dane End and around 

hosted by Little Munden Church 

Thursday 16th January 
12 noon 

Memorial Hall 

Delicious main course, pudding and coffee. 
Great fun and friendship.  

Suggested donation from £5. 
Lifts can be arranged. 

Call Deborah on 01920 438436 

or email deborahovens27@gmail.com 
 
 

  LITTLE MUNDEN MEMORIAL HALL 
  Children’s parties : £10 per hour    
  (up to 6.30pm) 
  Other functions :  £15 per hour 
  For further information: David Hart 438976 
  email: dane-endhallbookings@outlook.com  
  To find out more about the hall, it’s current activities  
  and how to hire it, please visit the website:         
www.littlemundenmemorialhall.co.uk 

 

mailto:deborahovens27@gmail.com
http://www.littlemundenmemorialhall.co.uk/


Keep the date! 

Soup ‘n’ Snowdrops at St Catherine’s 

 
You are warmly invited to come along to  

St Catherine’s Church, Sacombe 

Saturday 15th February, 12 until 2pm 
Delicious home-made soups, bread and cheeses 

 

Dreaming 

A king and queen, 

Upon a stream, 

Go dancing in the night. 

Beyond the trees, 

I dare I’d seen, 

A fairy flashing by. 
 

It swam through the moors, 

Opening garden doors, 

And letting dreams take flight. 

Of singing toads, 

And jumping goats, 

Across the moonlit night. 

****A**** 

 
NOTICE OF VACANCY IN THE OFFICE OF 

COUNCILLOR FOR THE PARISH OF LITTLE 

MUNDEN  

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A VACANCY HAS 

OCCURRED IN THE OFFICE OF PARISH 

COUNCILLOR FOR LITTLE MUNDEN COUNCIL 

CAUSED BY THE RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLOR 

ELISABETH BACON.   

AN ELECTION TO FILL THE VACANCY WILL BE 

HELD IF A REQUEST FOR SUCH AN ELECTION IS 

MADE BY TEN LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTORS 

FOR THE LITTLE MUNDEN PARISH AND 

RECEIVED BY THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF EAST 

HERTFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL AT 

WALLFIELDS, PEGS LANE, HERTFORD, HERTS, 

SG13 8EQ BY NOT LATER THAN 17th JANUARY 2020.  

IF AN ELECTION IS NOT REQUESTED BY TEN 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT ELECTORS, AS AFORESAID, 

THE VACANCY WILL BE FILLED BY CO-OPTION 

AS SOON AS PRACTICABLE AFTER 17th  JANUARY 

2020  

DATED 27th December 2019 

GERALDINE WARD  

Clerk to Little Munden Parish Council  

 
 

 

A VACANCY HAS ARISEN 

FOR A PARISH COUNCILLOR 

Do you want get involved in community and 

planning matters and help make a difference to our 

Parish? 

For information on responsibilities, what’s involved 

and dates of meetings:- 

In the first instance, please contact Geraldine Ward 

- email: g.osullivan789@gmail.com 

Tel:  01920 438145 

or 

Further information on website:- 

www.Mundens.net 

 

A BIG THANK YOU! 

I know I write this on behalf of many of our 

parishioners, thank you so much to all involved 

with the placing of and decorating the Christmas 

tree near the telephone box. 

The arrival into our village was so cheery and 

festive as too were the shop decorations and the 

properties along Munden Road. 

Such a joy to drive through our village. 

Ed. 

Back in the days of tanners and bobs, 
When Mothers had patience and Fathers had jobs. 
When football team families wore hand me down shoes, 
And T.V gave only two channels to choose. 

Back in the days of three penny bits, 
when schools employed nurses to search for your nits. 
When snowballs were harmless; ice slides were permitted 
and all of your jumpers were warm and hand knitted. 

Back in the days of hot ginger beers, 
when children remained so for more than six years. 
When children respected what older folks said, 
and pot was a thing you kept under your bed. 

Back in the days of Listen with Mother, 
when neighbours were friendly and talked to each other. 
When cars were so rare you could play in the street. 
When Doctors made house calls and Police walked the beat. 

Back in the days of Milligan's Goons, 
when butter was butter and songs all had tunes. 
It was dumplings for dinner and trifle for tea, 
and your annual break was a day by the sea. 

Back in the days of Dixon's Dock Green, 
Crackerjack pens and Lyons ice cream. 
When children could freely wear National Health glasses, 
and teachers all stood at the FRONT of their classes. 

Back in the days of rocking and reeling, 
when mobiles were things that you hung from the ceiling. 
When woodwork and pottery got taught in schools, 
and everyone dreamed of a win on the pools. 

Back in the days when I was a lad, 
I can't help but smile for the fun that I had. 
Hopscotch and roller skates; snowballs to lob. 
Back in the days of tanners and bobs. 

mailto:g.osullivan789@gmail.com


Come and try our 

Yoga Class 

Every Tuesday in the Village Hall 

7.15 p.m. to 8.45 p.m. 

£7 per session 

For further information 

 contact Jacqui on 07519165121 

or jacqdurgama@gmail.com 

We are your local village school Little Munden 

Primary School at Church Lane, 

Dane End, SG12  0NR.  

We accept children from age 3 to 

age 11.  If you are interested in 

joining our school we welcome 

parents and children to visit and see us 

in action. 

Please contact the school office to make an 

appointment on either 01920 438271 Option 3  

or via email admin@littlemunden.herts.sch.uk 

Applications for September 2020 Reception places 

can only be made via www.hertfordshire.gov.uk 

following the link to School Admissions. The deadline 

for these applications is 15th January 2020. 

If you would like your child to join our Nursery in 

September 2020, please contact the school office 

direct for an application form. The deadline for 

nursery applications is 28th February 2020. 

Visit our website for more information too 

www.littlemunden.herts.sch.uk 

 

THE BOOT 

Boot Coffee Mornings next coffee morning will be 
Friday 7th February 10.30am - 12.30pm.  
Come along and enjoy a selection of homemade 
cakes with your tea/coffee, and some great 
company.  
 

Sunday Lunches 

Served every Sunday 1 – 4pm, booking essential as 
limited availability. 
 

Fish & Chips 

Don’t forget Fish & Chips Friday  
eat in or takeaway 6 – 9pm. 
 

Food is served Friday 6-9pm, Saturday 1-4pm and 
Sunday 1-4pm. 
 

If you are interested in holding a party or any event 
in the pub please either call 01920 438770 or pop 
in during opening times. 
Mick and Sandra 
 
 

DANE END STORES 

www.daneendstores.com 

01920 438984 

ALSO ON FACEBOOK 

@ Dane End Stores 
 

   EMERGENCY/CRIME  
   OCCURING NOW 999 
   Non-emergency number  101 
   Or 01707 354000 
   Crime Stoppers 0800 555 111 
   Call anonymously with information about crime. 
 

   DEAF, HARD OF HEARING?   
   Please text 07786 207 091 including who is needed:  
   Police, Fire or Ambulance, where they are needed and  
   what the problem is.  
 

THE MUNDENS WEBSITES www.mundens.net 

    webmaster@mundens.net.  
    www.themundenssource.myfreeforum.org 
    www.hertsmemories.org.uk 
    Walking in Herts www.walkinginherts.co.uk 
    www.hertsdirect.org/highwayfaults 
    littlemundenmemorialhall.co.uk 
 

LOCAL CONSTABULARY  Buntingford Rural West includes:     
Dane End, Green End, Haultwick, Little Munden, Great Munden, 
Levens Green, Nasty and are covered by: The local PC is PC 1853 
Paul Chapman  and the local PCSO is 6672 Karen Broad and  
PCSO 6633 Neil Major   

    Contact: 01992 533329 - non emergency or 101  
    Emergency always call 999 

 

DANE END DEFIBRILLATOR & VETS NUMBER 
Please be aware there is a Public Access Defibrillator situated in the 
telephone box in a locked cabinet next to Dane End Stores. The code 
for the cabinet can be obtained by ringing 999. However there is 
also Village Emergency Telephone System (VETS) that enables up to 
10 "good neighbours" to assist pending the arrival of the emergency 
services. VETS uses a simple memorable number unique to the 
village (01920 282999). This system can also be used for any 
emergency where additional help is required from neighbours, 
whether Cardiac Arrest or not. VETS volunteers are also aware of the 
code to access the cabinet if it is required. VETS does not replace 
999 calls. Always ring 999 first in an emergency.  

The Yarn Bombers Knitted Christmas Tree 

In Hertford - Wasnt it amazing?! 

mailto:jacqdurgama@gmail.com
http://www.mundens.net/
mailto:webmaster@munden.net
http://www.themundenssource.myfreeforum.org/
http://www.hertsmemories.org.uk/
http://www.walkinginherts.co.uk/
http://www.hertsdirect.org/highwayfaults
http://littlemundenmemorialhall.co.uk/


 
 

HOW TRUE IT IS  
 

Another year has passed  
And we're all a little older. 
 

Last summer felt hotter  
And winter seems much colder. 
 

I rack my brain for happy thoughts,  
To put down on my pad,  
 

But lots of things, That come to mind 
Just make me kind of sad. 
 

There was a time not long ago  
When life was quite a blast. 
 

Now I fully understand 
About 'Living in the Past'.  
 

We used to go to friends homes, 
Rugby games and lunches. 
 

Now we go to therapy, to hospitals, 
And after-funeral brunches. 
 

We used to have hangovers, 
From parties that were gay.    
 

Now we suffer body aches  
And sleep the night away.  
 

We used to go out dining,  
And couldn't get our fill.  
 

Now we ask for doggie bags,  
Come home and take a pill. 
 

We used to travel often 
To places near and far.  
 

Now we get backaches 
From riding in the car.  
 
We used to go out shopping 
For new clothing at the Mall  
 

But, now we never bother... 
All the sizes are too small.  
 

That, my friend is how life is,  

And now my tale is told.  

 

So, enjoy each day and live it up... 

Before you're too damn old!!   
 

You pass this way only once so enjoy it while you can;  
Live A Lot, Laugh A Lot and Love A Lot!  
 

 

AND FINALLY 

A WORD FROM THE EDITOR 

 

Whilst reading this above ode to times gone by, it did rather put me 

in mind of my own thoughts when I was shoe-horning myself into 

my swimming costume recently, as I struggled, it reminded me of 

the daily struggle my mum had to control her 'middle age spread' 

and get into her 'roll ons' : a girdle with suspenders attached, she 

wriggled and writhed the elasticated contraption over her hips, 

over her tummy and then tried smoothing it down to flatten the 

flab.  I remember watching in awe  and feeling secretly thankful 

that I wasnt a grown up with this alarming 'middle age spread' and 

having to wear such an instrument of torture! 

I also remember the times as a younger woman I put on my glad 

rags and party shoes and danced the night away at discos and 

parties, I could never imagine wearing 'sensible' shoes and 

comfortable, flowing, elasticated clothing...... 

But sadly, time has caught me up and I find myself looking 

through the Hotter Shoes and Damart comfy clothing websites as 

my need to be comfortable outweighs the desire to be trendy these 

days but one thing is certain, for all I need to ask Pete to poke my 

overhanging flab into my swimming costume, I will never resort 

to wearing a pair of 'roll-ons'! 
 

Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the author  

and do not necessarily represent those of the Editor. 

 

Please take your news to Barbara Springate at:  

Horseshoe Villa, Munden Road or email:  

jacqueline.ann.morris.1956@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Mexico 2020 - An Arabic Culinary Experience with 
Basma Chitham 
 

Come and enjoy a fun evening learning how to make 
delicious Arabic dishes, raising money for 6 local 
teenagers to go to Mexico in August 2020 to build a 
house for a family in poverty. 
Saturday 18th January 6 pm, Standon Village Hall £15 
per ticket  
(advanced booking required). 
The ticket price includes a glass of wine/soft drink, a 
cookery demonstration, and plenty of delicious food to 
eat and enjoy. 
Tickets are available from  
Rebecca Legg 01920 438021 or  
Gaby Jenkinson 01920 438379 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
                             

 

 

 

 

 
 
  

   
 

  

 

 

FEBRUARY DEADLINE:
31st JANUARY


