
 

 THE MUNDENS WITH SACOMBE 
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FEBRUARY 2020  

 
 

Every Tuesday  
9.30am Holy Communion BCP Sacombe 
  

Every Wednesday  
9.15am Holy Communion  Standon 
  

Sunday 2nd February 
8.00am Holy Communion BCP Standon 
10.30am Morning Worship   Little Munden 
4.30pm The Centre Community Church        Standon & Puckeridge  Community Centre 
 

Sunday 9th February 
10.30am Morning Worship with Communion  Standon 
4.30pm The Centre Community Church  Community Centre 

Sunday 16th February 
8.00am Holy Communion   Standon 
10.30am Morning Worship with Communion  Little Munden 
4.30pm The Centre Community Church  Community Centre 

Sunday 23rd February 
10.30am Morning Worship   Standon 
4.30pm The Centre Community Church  Community Centre 
6.30pm Choral Evensong BCP  Standon 

Sunday 1st March 
8.00am Holy Communion BCP  Standon 
10.30am Morning Worship    Little Munden 
4.30pm The Centre Community Church  Community Centre 

Prayers will be said in the Upper Room at Little Munden on Thursdays at 9.15am,  
except in the week of the Village Lunch. 

 

Rector: Revd John Chitham, The Vicarage, Standon   01920 739483 
Churchwardens: 
Little Munden Jeremy White 438575 Colin Jenkinson        438379 
Sacombe   Peter Hudson 438379 Derek Wheeler  438875 
 

Website:  www.ubsms.org.uk 
www.facebook.com/unitedbenefice3 Twitter:   @unitedbenefice3 
 

Readings for February: 
2nd February Presentation of Christ Isaiah 49: 5-6,   Luke 2: 22-40 
9th February 3rd Sunday before Lent Psalm 112: 1-9,   Matthew 5: 13-20 
16th February 2nd Sunday before Lent Psalm 119: 1-8,   Matthew 5: 21-37 
23rd February Sunday next before Lent (10.30am) Psalm 119: 33-40,   Matthew 5: 38-48 
  (6.30pm) Exodus 34: 29-end,   2 Corinthians 4: 3-6 

http://www.facebook.com/unitedbenefice3


 
Letter from the Rector   -   “All roads lead to God?” 
One thing that I hear quite often stated is that all roads lead to 
God. “It doesn’t matter which religion you believe in as long as 
you are sincere and tolerant. God, who is loving, will accept 
you.” This idea comes from eastern religions in the main, and 
is often illustrated by the blind men and the elephant. One felt 
the trunk and said it was a snake. Another felt the tusk and 
said it was a spear. Another felt the tail and said it was a rope. 
And so on. But actually, it is all an elephant. So it is with 
religion. 
 

However, I find it difficult to go along with this idea.  
Firstly, there is such a thing as objective truth. We accept this 
for science, but not, for some reason, for religion. Secondly, in 
our elephant, the different parts do not directly contradict 
each other. But they do in religion; for example, Christianity 
and Islam disagree directly about Jesus. Christians say he died 
and rose again; Muslims say he didn’t. And thirdly, sincere 
belief can still be evil. Look at ISIS for example. No-one can say 
they aren’t sincere. 
 

Another argument I hear very often is due to experience.  
We all know of people of different religions (and of no religion) 
who are lovely people. Surely God would not be so horrible as 
to reject those who may be mistaken? This is a very emotional 
and often personal argument. All I can say as  
a Christian is that God is just and will punish no-one 
undeservedly; yet at the same time truth is extremely 
important. 
So how do we know what is true? Again, as a Christian I can 
only quote the one I follow. He said, “I am the way, the truth 
and the life.” That is to say, if we wish to understand about 
these religious matters, he is the one to go to. To return to our 
blind men and the elephant, who is the one who can see  
if it is really an elephant or not? Only the one who opens the 
eyes of the blind.    John Chitham 

 

“RESTORING A GARDEN” 
St Catherine’s Church will be hosting another illustrated talk 
at 7.30pm on Saturday 21st March. The speaker will be 
Graham Burton, the head gardener at Sacombe House.  
Before coming to Sacombe last summer, Graham was the 
head gardener at Hillersdon House in Devon, and spent more 
than eight years restoring the gardens there, while the House 
itself was undergoing a complete refurbishment. 
Admission by ticket is free, but donations are invited towards 
St Catherine’s Re-ordering Scheme. Wine and nibbles will be 
served, and tickets are available from Peter Hudson  
(01920 438379) or any member of the Sacombe PCC. 
 

 
Maths and English  
One to One Tuition 

Call Jenny on 07960 119977 
 

DIGGING AROUND THE BACK NUMBERS:  
Church Bells Sacombe July 1919: 
“Parishioners will have noticed and possibly been annoyed by the 
absence of one of our peal of bells, part of the clapper broke of, and 
it is being recast.  
The long delay is due to the foundry, not us. But we hope ere long 
the “iron tongue” will be doing its duty and give the full sound its 
weight requires.” 
In the following three decades it is to be hoped that there had been 
some improvement, but in September 1950 we read: 
“For several years the congregation has been summoned to worship 
by one bell, but now, thanks to the labours of Alan Oliver and Gary 
Swain, two bells are in operation, and may the time soon come when 
all three bells can be chimed.” 

 

Good progress was made at Great Munden  -  In January 1954: 
“It is hoped to get together a team of ringers. A start has already 
been made and, if successful, new ropes will be required shortly. A 
set will cost from £10 to £12 and it would be a great improvement 
to have the bells rehung on ball bearings. This will mean further 
expense, which could only be warranted at the present if the bells 
are rung regularly.” 
February 1954: 
“Ringing practice goes on apace and if progress continues it will not 
be very long before we have one team ready to commence on 
change ringing. Many thanks to those who are giving their time to 
teach the newcomers. The girls too have made a beginning. It won’t 
be long before we shall need those new ropes I hope!” 
March 1954: 
“On Saturday May 15th, the date of the Queen’s return, all Churches 
are asked to arrange for a peal to be rung some time during the day. 
I hope we shall be able to join in.” 
April 1954: 
“A Social Evening will be held in the Village Hall on Saturday May 
29th to help in the purchase of a set of new Bell Ropes. Gifts for 
prizes and offers of refreshments will be most acceptable. Entrance: 
Adults 2/-   Children 1/- “ 

 

COUNTRY MATTERS   (Jan.11th) 
Last month when I wrote these notes I thought it couldn’t get much 
wetter, but it has, without a doubt. Even the sheep with their small 
feet are making a mess of the fields at the moment. I’ll be glad when 
they are in for lambing in three weeks’ time. If only we could 
exchange some of our weather with SE Australia! 
Today I had the luck to spot a flock of golden plovers; although 
nearly a mile away, it was possible to identify them as they were 
flying close together, with rapid wing beats, moving fast, all of which 
distinguished them from lapwings, their nearest relations around 
here. 
A few evenings ago on going to bed, my 
wife said “There is something buzzing 
round the bed-side lamp”. There was 
indeed, a queen wasp, no doubt awoken 
from her hibernation by comparatively mild 
weather. I draped a handkerchief over the offending insect, but on 
escorting it to the window, was reminded of what wasps can do 
when annoyed. This meant two firsts for me - the first time I’ve been 
stung by a queen wasp, and the first time I’ve been stung in January! 
The trouble some people go to, to amuse their wife, sons, 
grandsons, friends and readers? 



BIRD OF THE MONTH:         
GREAT—SPOTTED WOODPECKER 

I should think everyone who 
hangs peanuts up for tits has 
had at some time a great 
spotted woodpecker turn up at 
one time or another, with its 
voracious appetite, eating 
enough nuts in a few minutes 

that would satisfy half a dozen blue tits. They are certainly our 
commonest woodpecker these days. There’s no denying 
they’re quite good, handsome birds; although shy, they are 
persevering. In the spring the males can be heard drumming, 
for which they need a dead branch that is still hard, similar in 
a way to stags’ antlers. However, I once saw one operating in 
an unusual way on a steel pylon. While drumming, the beak 
moves in a blur of action. They drill a fresh hole every year for 
their nest, laying about 5 white eggs, on a bed of wood chips, 
in a dead tree or one that has some dead wood. It’s when 
they are feeding their own young in the nest that they 
become predators of tits, opening the entrance of tree-holes 
or nest boxes to reach the babies inside to feed their own 
babies.    Tony Spackman 

 

VILLAGE LUNCH 
for Dane End and around 

hosted by Little Munden Church 
Thursday 20th February 

12 noon 
Memorial Hall 

Delicious main course, pudding and coffee. 
Great fun and friendship.  

Suggested donation from £5. 

Lifts can be arranged. 
Call Deborah on 01920 438436 

or email deborahovens27@gmail.com 

 

It’s nearly here! 

Soup ‘n’ Snowdrops at St Catherine’s 

 
You are warmly invited to come along to  

St Catherine’s Church, Sacombe 

Saturday 15th February, 12 until 2pm 
Delicious home-made soups, bread and cheeses 

In aid of St Catherine’s re-ordering scheme 

 

Little Munden Primary School, 

Church Lane, Dane End. 
   We welcomed our children back after 

our Christmas break to a term packed with 

exciting activities. In October Years 5 

and 6 went to the Isle of Wight for 

their 4-day residential journey. We also went to 

Hertford theatre to the Pantomime and to see a 

Horrible Histories show as part of our Christmas celebrations. 

We are planning some more great trips for later in the year. 

Our younger children will be going to Hertford Theatre to see 

Zog while the older ones will be going to the studio tour of  

The Making of Harry Potter and, as usual, we will 

be planning a variety of activities for our fitness 

week in June. 

We continue to support various charities throughout 

our school year and last term raised £152 for Jeans 

for Genes and Children in Need. 

After all the water damage we unfortunately 

suffered last year due to a flash flood, we are 

pleased that the school roof was successfully 

refurbished without too much disruption. We have 

been able to replace over 250 library books and we 

would like to thank all who contributed to 

purchasing them. 

We are very grateful to the Great Munden Rural 

Community Fund for the grant which enabled us to 

purchase a 5-piece outdoor gym for our playground. 

The children are having great fun using it. 
 

Friends of Little Munden continue their hard work 

for the school. For Christmas they joined forces 

with the Christmas Tree Farm for their Santa’s 

Grotto and tombola and raised an impressive sum 

for the school. They also hosted an after-school 

party with lovely gifts for the children. They have 

different activities planned for this academic year 

so watch out for their updates.  

We hope the weather stays mild but a little less wet 

so that we can continue our cross country runs. 

Through the Sports Partnership we have the 

opportunity to take part in a local cross country 

event and our children are always very keen to 

showcase just how well they can run. 
     

LITTLE MUNDEN PARISH COUNCIL 
The next Parish Council meeting 

Will be held on 
20th February at 8pm 

in 
DANE END MEMORIAL HALL 

Munden Road, Dane End 
ALL PARISHIONERS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND 

 

If you are unable to attend the meeting and 
would like the Parish Council to consider any 
concerns or comments you may have, please 
contact the Clerk who will be happy to put 
these forward at the meeting. 
 

Geraldine Ward (Clerk)   Tel:  01920 438145 
Email:  g.osullivan789@gmail.com 
 

Lizzie Bacon and Jenny Macintosh have both 
resigned from the Parish Council after years of 
invaluable service. 
A BIG THANK YOU TO BOTH OF THEM ON 
BEHALF OF THE PARISH OF LITTLE MUNDEN! 
 

We welcome Paul Armstrong to the Parish 
Council who will be co-opted as a Parish 
Councillor at the next meeting. 
 

mailto:deborahovens27@gmail.com
mailto:g.osullivan789@gmail.com


DANE END STORES 

www.daneendstores.com 

01920 438984 

ALSO ON FACEBOOK 

@ Dane End Stores 
 

   EMERGENCY/CRIME  
   OCCURING NOW 999 
   Non-emergency number  101 
   Or 01707 354000 
   Crime Stoppers 0800 555 111 
   Call anonymously with information about crime. 
 

   DEAF, HARD OF HEARING?   
   Please text 07786 207 091 including who is needed:  
   Police, Fire or Ambulance, where they are needed and  
   what the problem is.  
 

THE MUNDENS WEBSITES 
www.mundens.net 

    webmaster@mundens.net  
    www.hertsmemories.org.uk 
    www.walkinginherts.co.uk 
   www.hertsdirect.org/highwayfaults    
   bookings.daneendvillagehall@gmail.com 
 

  LITTLE MUNDEN MEMORIAL HALL 
  Children’s parties : £10 per hour     (up to 6.30pm) 
  Other functions :  £15 per hour 
  For further information: David Hart 438976 
  email:  bookings.daneendvillagehall@gmail.com 
 

Keep the date! 

Soup ‘n’ Snowdrops at St Catherine’s 

 
You are warmly invited to come along to  

St Catherine’s Church, Sacombe 

Saturday 15th February, 12 until 2pm 
Delicious home-made soups, bread and cheeses 

 

Come and try our 

Yoga Class 

Every Tuesday in the Village Hall 

7.15 p.m. to 8.45 p.m. 

£7 per session 

For further information 

 contact Jacqui on 07519165121 

or jacqdurgama@gmail.com 
 

Rita Long and family would like to thank all our friends 
and neighbors for their support, cards and kind 
thoughts during their sad loss of Don. 

 

For those who havent yet heard the sad news, Andy our lovely 
village postman died very suddenly at his home a couple of weeks 
ago.  From what we know, it was a heart attack.  He was only in his 
early 50's and leaves a wife and teenage children.   
Such very sad news 

 

Harry 
Harry the bird bragged to his friends, 

How he’d “sailed thee seven seas” and captured hearts of men. 

From baiting their charm and steaking the hook, 

See how he appears in the artist’s sketchbook. 

And there he goes out-diving the diver, 

Of winning the bet and winning the fiver. 

He swims along the large, enormous brook, 

Commanding everyone’s silence to listen and look. 
 

Swooping, swarming. 

Dreaming, aweing. 

Soaring, roaring- 

Pitching. Falling. 

Bolting, blaring, 

Sinking, swearing, 

Flaring, daring- his spirit is high. 

For an old bird of nine,  

Tales of thousands were Harry’s adventures of flight. 

And if you knew him, you’d know alright, 

That they were no one’s but Harry’s as he flew into the night.  *A* 
 

PIZZA NIGHT AT THE BOOT  
6 - 9 pm on Saturday 7th March 
This will be the last major fundraising event for Rebuild 
Mexico. Please come along and support the 6 teenagers from 
our community, heading to Mexico in August to build a house 
for a family in poverty. 
Delicious homemade pizza will be on offer, to eat in or take away. 
 

There will also be a raffle @ £10 for a strip of 5 tickets to win one of 
these fantastic prizes: 
£50 dinner voucher at ping pong restaurant  
£35 dinner voucher at Ed's diner. 
£30 Two Sisters Beautique voucher 
£30 Boots voucher 
£30 Love to Shop voucher  
£30 John Lewis or M&S voucher 
A dozen cupcakes by Penny's Cupcakes 
Nokia handset worth £80 
Set of crystal glasses worth £80 
Bathroom sink/tap pedestal set worth £150 
One month's Nuffield Health family membership worth £100 
 

Bring plenty of cash and be prepared to bid from £50 for 
AUCTION items including: 
A signed SPURS Legends frame 
Samsung A20E handset worth £250 
Food and Wine hampers 
singing coaching 
public speaking coaching 

http://www.mundens.net/
mailto:webmaster@munden.net
http://www.hertsmemories.org.uk/
http://www.walkinginherts.co.uk/
http://www.hertsdirect.org/highwayfaults
mailto:Bookings.daneendvillagehall@gmail.com
mailto:Bookings.daneendvillagehall@gmail.com
mailto:jacqdurgama@gmail.com
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THE BOOT 
 

Bingo 

The next bingo will be Monday 
10th February starting at 7pm. 
 

Boot Coffee Mornings 
Our next coffee mornings will be 
Friday 7th February and 6th March 

10.30am - 12.30pm.  
Come along and enjoy a selection of homemade cakes 
with your tea/coffee, and some great company.  
 

Quiz Night – Saturday 22nd February 
Come and enjoy an evening with your friends and 
test your general knowledge skills. Starts at 7.30pm 
prompt, £5 per head, teams 
of 4, Cash prizes.  
Call 01920 438770 or call 
into the pub to reserve your 
place, numbers will be 
limited.  
 

Sunday Lunches 

Served every Sunday 1 – 4pm 
Booking essential as limited availability. 
 

Fish & Chips 

Don’t forget Fish & Chips Friday  
Eat in or takeaway 6 – 9pm. 
 

Food is served Friday 6-9pm, Saturday 1-4pm  
and Sunday 1-4pm. 
 

If you are interested in holding a party or any event in 
the pub please either call 01920 438770 or pop in 
during opening times. 
Mick & Sandra 

 

LOCAL CONSTABULARY  Buntingford Rural West includes:     
Dane End, Green End, Haultwick, Little Munden, Great Munden, 
Levens  Green, Nasty and are covered by: The local PC is PC 1853 
Paul Chapman  and the local PCSO is 6672 Karen Broad and  
PCSO 6633 Neil Major   

    Contact: 01992 533329 - non emergency or 101  
    Emergency always call 999 
 

AT LITTLE MUNDEN SCHOOL 

DANE END DEFIBRILLATOR & VETS NUMBER 
Please be aware there is a Public Access Defibrillator situated in the 
telephone box in a locked cabinet next to Dane End Stores. The code 
for the cabinet can be obtained by ringing 999. However there is 
also Village Emergency Telephone System (VETS) that enables up to 
10 "good neighbours" to assist pending the arrival of the emergency 
services. VETS uses a simple memorable number unique to the 
village (01920 282999). This system can also be used for any 
emergency where additional help is required from neighbours, 
whether Cardiac Arrest or not. VETS volunteers are also aware of the 
code to access the cabinet if it is required. VETS does not replace 
999 calls. Always ring 999 first in an emergency.  
 

AND FINALLY 

A WORD FROM THE EDITOR 

 

I have come to realise that slipping into being a Grumpy Old Woman 
is very easy, well it must have been as I didnt notice it happening! 
I hear myself muttering at Pete when we are out and about: 'Just 
look at those jeans, how on earth do they think they look cool; all 
shredded and acres of exposed skin, they look like a joint of rolled 
pork belly' and 'What a dope he looks with his cap on back to front 
and with his sunglasses perched on top'.  Then of course there are 
the girls with eyebrows plucked to extinction and then, despite their 
hair colouring, alarming dark brows painted on giving them an 
expression of being shocked or surprised!  
Oh, woe is me...when will the fashion for trouser gussets hanging 
down at the knee caps revealing boys pants for all to see be out of 
fashion and the desire to pose with the most revolting 'trout pout' 
for photos, particularly selfies be a thing girls did once upon a time 
ago when they thought it made them look beautiful..... 
I am aware I sound like my mother..... 
And why is it when sitting on a plane, it is I that has the screaming 
kids sitting one side of me, the fidgeting passenger kicking my seat 
behind me and someone sniffing loudly in front of me.... 
Oh heck.....I am at the point of no return!  
 

Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the author  

and do not necessarily represent those of the Editor. 
 

Please take your news to Barbara Springate at:  

Horseshoe Villa, Munden Road or email:  

jacqueline.ann.morris.1956@gmail.com 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
                             

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

   
 

  

 

 

MARCH DEADLINE:
28th FEBRUARY
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