
THE MUNDENS WITH SACOMBE 
CHURCH AND PARISH  

NEWSLETTER 
MARCH 2020 

Every Tuesday 
9.30am Holy Communion BCP Sacombe 

Every Wednesday 
9.15am Holy Communion Standon 

Sunday 1st March 
8.00am Holy Communion BCP Standon 
10.30am Morning Worship  Little Munden 
4.30pm The Centre Community Church Standon & Puckeridge Community Centre 

Sunday 8th March 
10.30am Morning Worship with Communion  Standon 
4.30pm The Centre Community Church  Community Centre 
Sunday 15th March 
8.00am Holy Communion BCP Standon 
10.30am Morning Worship with Communion Little Munden 
4.30pm The Centre Community Church Community Centre 
Sunday 22nd March   Mothering Sunday 
10.30am Morning Worship Standon 
10.30am Morning Worship Little Munden 
4.30pm The Centre Community Church Community Centre 
Sunday 29th March   Passion Sunday 
10.30am Morning Worship Sacombe 
4.30pm The Centre Community Church Community Centre 
6.30pm “The Crucifixion” (John Stainer) Standon 
Sunday 5th April   Palm Sunday 
8.00am Holy Communion BCP Standon 
10.30am Morning Worship  Little Munden 
4.30pm The Centre Community Church Community Centre 
Prayers will be said in the Upper Room at Little Munden on Thursdays at 9.15am, except in the week 
of the Village Lunch. 

Rector: Revd John Chitham, The Vicarage, Standon  01920 739483 
Churchwardens: 
Little Munden Jeremy White 438575 Colin Jenkinson  438379 
Sacombe  Peter Hudson 438379 Derek Wheeler  438875 
Website: www.ubsms.org.uk 
www.facebook.com/unitedbenefice3 Twitter:   @unitedbenefice3 
Readings for March: 
1st March Lent 1 2 Corinthians 8: 8-13,   Luke 21: 1-4 
8th March Lent 2 Acts 4: 32-36,   Luke 19: 1-10 
15th March Lent 3 Isaiah 53: 1-3,   John 11: 45-57 
22nd March Mothering Sunday John 12: 1-11 
29th March Passion Sunday Isaiah 53:4-6,   John 12: 20-29 
5th   April Palm Sunday Psalm 118: 1-2 & 19-29,   Matthew 21: 1-11 

http://www.facebook.com/unitedbenefice3


LETTER FROM THE RECTOR 
Is belief in God dangerous? 

As I go around speaking to people, there are some who say to 
me that belief in God in dangerous. “Look at all the bad things 
religion has done in the world”, they say, “wars and bigotry 
and division. If that is what God is like, I prefer to have nothing 
to do with him.”  
And I have to say that I agree entirely, if that is what God is 
like. There is no doubt that some religious movements have 
done terrible things. This is certainly true of some kinds of 
Islam today, and indeed at times misguided Christianity. For 
example, Christians hang their heads in shame when recalling 
the Crusades. However, I do not believe it is that simple. In the 
last hundred years or so it has not been belief in God but non-
religious movements that have caused the most trouble. 
Secular movements like Imperialism (think World War One), 
Fascism (World War Two), Communism (Stalin, Mao and Pol 
Pot) and tribalism (the Rwandan genocide) have led to the 
murder of millions and millions of people.  
Well, someone might say, that is not my type of secularism. To 
which I can only say, the Crusades are not my type of 
Christianity, my type of religion. As a Christian I follow Jesus 
the Christ. His way to worship God was to sacrifice for others, 
to love and to die for them. He denounced injustice, but also 
told us to turn the other cheek and to forgive others. He 
literally died for each one of us, to give us an example, but also 
to win the spiritual war. The way of Christ is to resist evil 
through self-giving and love. 
Belief in God as we see God in Jesus is not dangerous, except 
in one respect. If you begin to follow him with all your heart 
you will be completely changed. In that sense, there is nothing 
more dangerous than believing in God, if by dangerous we 
mean having our lives turned upside-down. But that kind of 
danger is for our good and for the good of everyone around 
us. That kind of danger I can advocate whole heartedly! 
John Chitham 

“RESTORING A GARDEN” 
St Catherine’s Church will be hosting another illustrated talk 
at 7.30pm on Saturday 21st March. The speaker will be 
Graham Burton, the head gardener at Sacombe House.  
Before coming to Sacombe last summer, Graham was the 
head gardener at Hillersdon House in Devon, and spent more 
than eight years restoring the gardens there, while the House 
itself was undergoing a complete refurbishment. 
Admission by ticket is free, but donations are invited towards 
St Catherine’s Re-ordering Scheme. Wine and nibbles will be 
served, and tickets are available from Peter Hudson (01920 
438379) or any member of the Sacombe PCC. 

COUNTRY MATTERS   (Feb 10th) 
It looked as if we were going to be blessed with an early 
spring until we got the present stormy weather, but time will 
tell, I suppose. Apart from the snowdrops and crocuses, which 
we all expect anyway, I saw truly wild primroses in bloom in 
the woods on Feb 1st , which I thought was very early. Every 
few days I’m hearing another species of bird adding its song to 
the general chorus, but it’s by no means a Dawn Chorus yet; 

that will have to wait until April or even May, when the 
summer migrants have arrived. So far I have heard both 
thrushes, both woodpeckers, robins, wrens, great tits and 
chaffinches. 
Although the rams hadn’t been put in with the ewes much 
earlier than usual, a day or two maybe, the ewes started 
lambing at least a week early; in fact they are currently half 
way through. At the moment it looks as if there will be plenty 
of grass for them; if only the ground was drier it would last 
them longer. 
A few days ago we sent a bunch of store cattle to market and 
included our senior bull, as so many of the cows are his 
daughters now. They all sold well, but it was sad to see the old 
bull go, as he was always well behaved and reliable to handle. 
BIRD OF THE MONTH   -   BLUE TIT 
Whenever I look out of our front windows to see what’s on 
the feeders, I can be sure to see at least eight blue tits. For 
winter feeding they are certainly our commonest bird, even 
when the sparrow-hawk helps itself to the occasional one. If 
you get close enough to them it’s possible to tell which ones 

are the males; they 
are just slightly bluer, 
whereas the females 
are duller. They must 
be the easiest bird to 
get to use a box; the 
majority of the thirty 
or so boxes that we 
have about the farm 
are used by them. If 

you‘re making your own box ,make sure the entrance hole is 
high up on the front - putting the hole halfway up or in the 
middle is just wasting space, and makes it easier for great-
spotted woodpeckers to reach the babies. To make them even 
safer, surround the hole with metal washer type surround. 
If you are a gardener, feeding the blue tits in the winter and 
providing a safe nesting place has its reward in the amount of 
insects they consume.         Tony Spackman 

VILLAGE LUNCH 
for Dane End and around 

hosted by Little Munden Church 
Thursday 19th March 

12 noon 
Memorial Hall 

Delicious main course, pudding and coffee. 
Great fun and friendship. 

Suggested donation from £5. 
Lifts can be arranged. 

Call Deborah on 01920 438436 
or email deborahovens27@gmail.com 

LOCAL CONSTABULARY  Buntingford Rural West includes: 
Dane End, Green End, Haultwick, Little Munden, Great Munden, 
Levens Green, Nasty and are covered by: The local PC is PC 1853 
Paul Chapman  and the local PCSO is 6672 Karen Broad and  
PCSO 6633 Neil Major   

    Contact: 01992 533329 - non emergency or 101  
    Emergency always call 999 

mailto:deborahovens27@gmail.com


WHEELWRIGHTS FARM - ACTION REQUIRED 
Wheelwrights Farm, Rowney Lane, Dane End SG12 0JY 
Application Ref: 3/20/0177/FUL 
A new application for 4 gypsy mobile homes, 4 touring 
caravans and two amenity buildings has been lodged with 
EHDC for the above site less than 9 months after the appeal 
decision. 
The original Appeal decision on the previous application 
stipulated strict conditions, including the site should be for 
one named family only and that only one static mobile and 
one touring caravan should be on site at any time in the 
interests of visual amenity. 
Any comments you may wish to make need to be submitted 
before 5pm on Tuesday 10th March 2020.  This can be done 
online following the link  
https://publicaccess.eastherts.gov.uk/online-applications/    
sing the reference above or the postcode SG12 0JY or in 
writing to Planning Department, East Herts District Council, 
Wallfields, Pegs Lane, Hertford SG13 8EQ. 

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH 
People interested in reviewing how the Hertfordshire Police use 
their stop and search powers are being asked to volunteer. 

The Police and Crime Commissioner’s Office is recruiting 
people from all backgrounds who live or work in Hertfordshire 
and who want to make a positive contribution to the process 
of Stop and Search scrutiny. 
New members to the panel aged between 18-30 are 
particularly wanted. 
The Scrutiny Panel meets six times a year for between two to 
three hours to discuss, monitor and examine how 
Hertfordshire Constabulary are carrying out Stop and Search. 

Training will be provided and members will be subject to 
vetting procedures. Members take part in the dip sampling of 
the Stop Search forms in order to achieve greater 
transparency in the use of the powers and improve public 
confidence and trust in how the tactic is used. 
They also analyse body worn footage of stop searches and 
review anonymised records. 
Those volunteering for the scheme will play a role in public 
scrutiny, holding the police to account for the behaviour and 
develop transferrable skills. 
For further information and an application form, please visit 
the Commissioner’s website: https://www.hertscommissioner.org/stopsearch 
Applications are now open and the closing date is March 31st 
2020. They can be submitted by email to 
pccadmin@herts.pcc.pnn.gov.uk or sent by post to the following 
address: Police and Crime Commissioner for Hertfordshire, 
Harpenden Police Station, 15 Vaughan Road, Harpenden, 
Hertfordshire, AL5 4GZ. 
Interviews will take place the following month. Half day 
training will be provided subject to successful vetting.  

Maths and English  
One to One Tuition 

Call Jenny on 07960 119977 

DANE END STORES 
www.daneendstores.com 

01920 438984 
ALSO ON FACEBOOK @ Dane End Stores

   EMERGENCY/CRIME  
   OCCURING NOW 999 
   Non-emergency number  101 
   Or 01707 354000 
   Crime Stoppers 0800 555 111 
   Call anonymously with information about crime. 

   DEAF, HARD OF HEARING?   
   Please text 07786 207 091 including who is needed:  
   Police, Fire or Ambulance, where they are needed and 
   what the problem is.  

THE MUNDENS WEBSITES 
www.mundens.net 

    webmaster@mundens.net  
    www.hertsmemories.org.uk 
    www.walkinginherts.co.uk 
   www.hertsdirect.org/highwayfaults    
   bookings.daneendvillagehall@gmail.com 

  LITTLE MUNDEN MEMORIAL HALL 
  Children’s parties : £10 per hour     (up to 6.30pm) 
  Other functions :  £15 per hour 
  For further information: David Hart 438976 
  email:  bookings.daneendvillagehall@gmail.com 

PIZZA NIGHT AT THE BOOT  
6 - 9 pm on Saturday 7th March 
This will be the last major fundraising event for Rebuild       
Mexico. Please come along and support the 6 teenagers 
from our community, heading to Mexico in August to build 
a house for a family in poverty. 
Delicious homemade pizza will be on offer, to eat in or take 
away. Bring plenty of cash and be prepared to bid from £50 
for AUCTION items.   
There will also be a raffle with some fantastic prizes! 

LITTLE MUNDEN PARISH COUNCIL 
The next meeting of the PARISH COUNCIL 

Will be held on 
19th March 

At 8 pm 
In 

DANE END MEMORIAL HALL 
Munden Road 

Dane End 

ALL PARISHIONERS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND
 If you are unable to attend the meeting and would like 
the Parish Council to consider any concerns or comments 
you may have, please contact the Clerk who will be happy 
to put these forward at the meeting. 
Geraldine Ward (Clerk)    Tel:  01920 438145 
Email:  g.osullivan789@gmail.com 

https://publicaccess.eastherts.gov.uk/online-applications/
https://www.hertscommissioner.org/stopsearch
mailto:pccadmin@herts.pcc.pnn.gov.uk
http://www.mundens.net/
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http://www.hertsmemories.org.uk/
http://www.walkinginherts.co.uk/
http://www.hertsdirect.org/highwayfaults
mailto:Bookings.daneendvillagehall@gmail.com
mailto:Bookings.daneendvillagehall@gmail.com
mailto:g.osullivan789@gmail.com


 

Printed by Hertfordshire Display plc  

 telephone: 01920 461191   email: sales@hdprint.co.uk   web: www.hdprint.co.uk

WATCH THIS SPACE 
VE DAY CELEBRATIONS  : May 9th 2020 
The Parish Council is proposing to mark VE Day with 
celebrations on the Saturday after the Bank Holiday. 

We are proposing as part of the celebrations to hold a VINTAGE 
VEHICLE RALLY on Horse’s Meadow. 
Please contact the Clerk on g.osullivan789@gmail.com to register 
your interest i.e. if you have a vintage vehicle you would like to 
exhibit or have any additional ideas suitable for this event! 

THE BOOT 
Boot Coffee Morning 
Our next coffee mornings will be  6th 
March 10.30am - 12.30pm.  
Come along and enjoy a selection of 
homemade cakes with your 
tea/coffee, and some great company.  
Sunday Lunches 
Served every Sunday 1 – 4pm 
Booking essential as limited 
availability. 

Fish & Chips 
Don’t forget Fish & Chips Friday  
Eat in or takeaway 6 – 9pm. 
Food is served Friday 6-9pm, Saturday 1-4pm  
and Sunday 1-4pm. 
If you are interested in holding a party or any event in the 
pub please either call 01920 438770 or pop in during 
opening times. 
Mick & Sandra 

AT LITTLE MUNDEN SCHOOL 

Thai Tanic 
At Dane End Stores 

Every Saturday 4pm to 9pm 
Pre-Orders and Special Requests 

Please Call: 07724 75783 

Come and try our 
Yoga Class 

Every Tuesday in the Village Hall 
7.15 p.m. to 8.45 p.m. 

£7 per session 
For further information 

contact Jacqui on 07519165121 
or jacqdurgama@gmail.com 

Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and do 
not necessarily represent those of the Editor.

Please take your news to 
Barbara Springate at: Horseshoe Villa, Munden Road 
or email:  jacqueline.ann.morris.1956@gmail.com
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https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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