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Dear Residents, 

As you are aware King & Co has amended their application for Home Farm Dane End for 26 homes and 4 
business units under reference 3/19/2211/FUL.  Some residents are quite happy for this development to go 
ahead and as a Parish Council we welcome the views from both sides.  We are speaking with Mr Snell at 
EHDC to see if the deadline for objections to be extended from the 14th July 2020 as it is very difficult to hold 
a village meeting due to Covid-19 social distancing restrictions.   

Dependent on the decision from EHDC regarding the Parish Councils extension request to enable us to meet 
and discuss this planning application with residents once the social distancing rules have been relaxed further 
regarding  Covid-19 and especially current Government legislation is changed regarding large gatherings being 
permitted, we will then be in a position to advise on our next steps regarding this planning application.  

We had previously sent out information regarding possible points in the District Plan and Associated 
documents that could be used in your objections and have listed them below for information or simply make a 
clear statement regarding the impact on yours and your family’s lifestyles. 

The main point that needs to be highlighted is this plan would effectively extend our village boundary 
which is against current policy and would also set a president for developers to apply with similar 
development plans and increase other village boundaries. 

The following statement should appear at the top of your objection; 

Planning Application reference 3/19/2211FUL is a direct contradiction of the Adopted 
District Plan, and as such, East Hertfordshire District Council should reject this plan. 

Chapter 10. Point 10.3.8 
Group 2 Villages are generally smaller villages where limited infill development, together with small-scale 
employment, leisure recreation and community facilities will be permitted.  The development should take place 
within the village development boundary as defined on the Policies Map. This is not a small-scale 
development with 26 homes and 4 business units this is classed as a major development by EHDC. The 
proposed development is not within the village boundary.  If this planning was accepted to extend the 
village boundary that would set a very dangerous precedent for all villages/hamlets in East Herts.  

10.5 Employment in the Villages 
10.5.1  
The District Council provides support for rural businesses and the rural economy through its planning policies 
and through implementation of its Economic Development Vision and Action Plan.  Employment areas within 
the rural area have a key role to play in providing accessible and affordable employment and business 
opportunities.  The proposed application will see 27 jobs and 11 business removed from the site.  This is 
over 90 percent of our local business within Dane End providing a large number of jobs for local people. 



Chapter 3. The Development Strategy. 

Guiding Principles 

Point 1 

To allocate sufficient sites in order to meet the full housing needs of East Herts; EHDC has acquired 
sufficient sites in line with Government targets for the next 5-8 years.   

Point 2.  
To prioritise the development of brownfield land and other appropriate sites within the urban areas of the 
settlements, but to avoid over-development of such sites; the proposed application is a definate over 
development of the site increasing the village by around a quarter. 

Chapter 3. The Development Strategy 

Policy DPS2 The Development Strategy 2011-203 
Comments; 
Limited development in the villages. 

Housing Supply  
Point 3. 
It is also anticipated that there will be a number of permissions granted on small sites of less than 10 homes that 
have not currently been identified.  These are known as windfalls.  A windfall allowance of 75 dwellings per 
annum across EHDC has been made on the basis of an analysis of past windfalls. 
The proposed application is 3 x greater than the 10 homes or less in the statement above.  The proposed 
development would be just under 50% of the annual allocation of windfall homes across EHDC. Far 
increasing the proposed figure of 75 dwellings making a significant increase in the annual number setting 
a dangerous president to increase the windfall numbers year on year. 

Added notes to consider; 

Previously rejected appeal for a lagoon Ref 3/15/1080FUL 

This plan is also in direct contradiction of the appeal heard on the 14th March 2017, this appeal was refused due 
to traffic movements causing danger when turning onto Munden Road & Whempstead Lane and traveling along 
these roads with no pedestrian paths and no streetlights, the increase in vehicle movements was a deciding 
factor.  With a proposed  parking spaces plus other vehicle movements associated with a large increase in 
houses should also bear weight in this case.  

Document submitted from BaBec Ecological Consultants 



Letter from Thames Water re Waste Water Supply & The Drainage Strategy Report both confirming that 
current Waste Water Facilities are at full capacity.  The report confirms that a waste water site will have to be in 
situ and this will have to be emptied monthly for the first six months and then every 6 months increasing lorry 
movements on our already over capacity lanes which were not built to take such big vehicles. 

Finally as stated at the beginning of this document, we are happy to receive comments from both 
Objectors and Approvers of this planning application.  We will then make a decision which reflects the 
majority of the residents and taking on board full council views. 

THE PROTECTED VALLEY 
BY ANNE ROWE 

A History of Little Munden 
This lovely book documenting the History of the Parish first published in 1999 to commemorate the Millennium 
has been out of print for some years now.  A number of people have expressed an interest to get this reprinted 
which the Parish Council has agreed to do. 
We’re planning to celebrate the republication of the book by a talk in the Village Hall by the Author and a walk 
and talk around the Parish, again with the Author, with a date to be confirmed in the Autumn. 

PHOTO COMPEITION 
DESIGN A BOOK COVER 

To help launch the book we are holding a photo competition for a new front cover!  The photo can be of 
any landscape, historical building or feature within the Parish of Little Munden and the prize will be to 
have your work PUBLISHED as the front cover of the book.  You will also receive a signed copy by the 
Author herself! 
The competition is open to anyone under the age of 18 years and should be sent to Spotted in Dane End in 
JPEG format.  Entries should be submitted no later than 31st August 2020. 
To enter please submit your entry to Spotted in Dane End. 
If you have any questions please email Geraldine Ward on g.osullivan789@gmail.com 

LITTLE MUNDEN PARISH COUNCIL 

The next Parish Council Meeting 
Will be held 

On Thursday 23rd July  
At 8 pm 

The venue of the meeting will be announced a week before the meeting takes place and will be subject to 
the latest Covid 19 information relating to Parish and Town Councils 
Check on Spotted in Dane End or  
Email the Clerk to check venue/Zoom details:- g.osullivan789@gmail.com 

mailto:g.osullivan789@gmail.com


 
THE BOOT 
We hope everyone has stayed well during these strange times, and are pleased to announce that The Boot 
will be re-opening on Saturday 4th July at 2pm. We have introduced safety measures for staff and customers 
and ask that you be patient and follow the normal guidelines around social distancing.  
 

The kitchen will remain closed for the time being. 
 

Temporary Opening Times (to be reviewed regularly) 
Monday – Thursday        5pm – 9pm 
Friday                                  3pm – 11pm 
Saturday                             2pm – 8pm 
Sunday                                2pm – 9pm  
Thank you! 
Mick & Sandra 
 
A LETTER FROM THE RECTOR 
Dear Friends, 
It is so nice to be able to write to you again. I know that there have been a lot of different experiences for people in this 
time of lockdown: problems with childcare, work being furloughed, illness and bereavement, a new-found freedom and a 
sense of liberation all being mixed together. Two things have stood out for everyone I have spoken to. First, this is a very 
“strange” time. Secondly, we are extremely grateful to be living in such a beautiful place with wonderful weather and a 
good shop in the village. Despite the difficulties we have much to be grateful for. 
 
There is quite a lot of church news that has happened in the lockdown.  

• First and foremost, we have been praying for the villages and doing what little we can to assist.  
• We are also trying to progress the repairs of the bells in All Saints’ Church tower, although this is going slowly 

due to COVID.  
• We also need to thank everyone who helped in the Little Munden churchyard clear up. It was a wonderful effort 

and very badly needed after the enforced neglect during the lockdown. Thank you! 
• A number of you will have seen some of our online services and talks (all can be found through the website, 

www.ubsms.org.uk ). Partly as a result of this we are establishing an internet connection at All Saints’, with the 
aim of live streaming our future services in the church.  

• All Saints’ and St Catherine’s are now open for individual prayer. Large parts of the churches are cordoned off 
and there is hand gel to be used before and after entry. The idea is that we are not yet reopened for a general 
wander about but specifically for prayer 

• Finally, we are looking into reopening the churches for services of worship. St Mary’s Standon will be open for 
worship at 10.30 on 12 July. We will also be live streaming, as it is certain that we will not be able to 
accommodate everyone (due to social distancing), so there will also be the need to book in! I am looking forward 
to the day when we have a service at All Saints’, which will happen when the live streaming is in place. We also 
expect to resume the Tuesday morning services at St Catherine’s quite soon. 

This is really quite a lot of news. But in it all I am thankful to God for his provision and for the overall protection of our 
villages. I know that there have been various hardships but, compared to some parts of the country, we have got off 
relatively lightly. We continue to pray. I also know that at this time many of us have been asking fundamental questions 
about life and death, the meaning behind what is happening and other general deep questions. If you want to follow 
these up, please do not hesitate to call me or perhaps to look at some of our online offerings. 
With much love, 
John Chitham 
 
 
Rector: Revd John Chitham, The Vicarage, Standon    01920 739483 
Churchwardens: 
Little Munden Jeremy White 438575 Colin Jenkinson       438379 
Sacombe   Peter Hudson 438379 Derek Wheeler  438875 
Website:  www.ubsms.org.uk 
www.facebook.com/unitedbenefice3 Twitter:   @unitedbenefice3 
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VILLAGE LUNCH 
The village lunch team would like to send their best wishes to all the regular diners. We are sorry 
that this enjoyable monthly event has had to stop, but rest assured we will do our best to re-start as 
soon as it is possible to safely serve you again. 
We pray that you have all kept well and safe. 
Best w ishes from the village lunch team 
 
COUNTRY MATTERS 
I am writing this on June 8th, sitting in front of the kitchen wood stove, which normally isn’t alight at 
this date, but it has turned so unseasonably cold. A few days ago we were haymaking and got all the 
sheep shorn. Well, if the world hasn’t gone completely mad, our weather certainly has. Up until now 
there’s been enough grass for the stock, even one load of lambs have been sold, but at the present 
moment we’re praying for rain. I’ve never seen drought conditions as early as this before.  
 
Before the present drop in temperature I was seeing quite a few butterflies, in fact fourteen species 
to the end of May. Although we’ve got no Swallows nesting on the farm again this year, we do see a 
few daily that must be breeding locally. In the middle of May we heard a Cuckoo calling a long way 
off, and my neighbours actually saw one, but within a few days any adults will have returned to their 
wintering areas in Africa. 
 
BIRD OF THE MONTH      SWIFT 
I think that the Swift is the most specialised bird that we have in this country. Although it’s got claws 
long enough to enable it to cling to the wall of buildings, it hasn’t got enough length of leg to enable 
it to walk or, more importantly, to allow it to get off the ground should it settle. When a young one 
leaves the nest, it won’t touch anything for a couple of years, when it needs to nest. When building, 
they have to make do with what they can find floating in the air, the odd feather or a small wisp of 
grass etc. The actual nest is a very shallow saucer of these materials cemented together with the 
bird’s saliva. They usually only lay two eggs which, as they are in a dark cavity of one sort or another 
in a building, are white. As they only have one brood per year, this proves that they suffer only very 
low predation, owing to their spell on the wing. 
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Old Victorian buildings, and especially church towers, seem to provide them with the sites they need; 
more recent buildings don’t apparently have these cavities. The population of Swifts having fallen in 
recent years, there has been a move to provide nesting sites in some new building projects, which is 
excellent. However, I am puzzled by the fact that places like our churches haven’t been altered in 
structure, yet Swift numbers are down. There must be another factor. I am no scientist, but my 
suspicions fall on several possible causes: agricultural sprays, industrial emissions and radio waves - 
take your pick! 
Tony Spackman 
 

 
 

DANE END STORES 
www.daneendstores.com 

01920 438984 
ALSO ON FACEBOOK 

@ Dane End Stores 
 

 
AND FINALLY 

A WORD FROM THE EDITOR! 
 
Welcome back to an abridged Newsletter, hopefully we will be back to a little more normal by next month but as 
you will have seen, there is important news for the village that we all need to read and digest. 
These last few months have been very strange times and the months ahead are not going to be easy but there have 
been many positive aspects we must focus on one being the amazing camaraderie our village shared particularly so 
during the VE weekend celebrations. 
And I am sure you would all want to join me in congratulating and thanking Raj and his team at Dane End Stores 
for keeping us all going with our supplies, what a blessing to have such a wonderful shop in the heart of our 
community. 
The one time I had to queue it was pouring with rain and with no coat or umbrella me and my parcel were very 
soggy...having been very lucky not have had to queue on my previous trips how stupid was I to expect that to 
always be the case! 
And so, until next months edition, take care and stay safe....  
 
Any views or opinions presented are solely those of the author and do not necessarily represent those of the Editor. 
 
Please take your news to Barbara Springate at:  
Horseshoe Villa, Munden Road or email:  jacqueline.ann.morris.1956@gmail.com 
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