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LITTLE MUNDEN PARISH COUNCIL 

 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
17th March 2022 at 8 pm 

IN LITTLE MUNDEN VILLAGE HALL 
 

 1.  Present:  Tracey Harding (TH); Claire Monk (CM); Julie Hursey (JH); Billy 
Summerson (BS); Paul Armstrong (PA); David Hart (DH) 
In Attendance: Geraldine Ward, Clerk; (GW); Lois Dewhurst (LD); Liz Greg Smith 
(LGS); Debbie Petit (DB) Brian Penn (BP) 

 

 Apologies:  Colleen Coelo (CC) 
 

2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
     None 
 

3.  TO APPROVE MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 17th February 2022 

      The Minutes were proposed by CM and seconded by JH 
 

 

4.1 New Applications 

 3/22/0489/AGPN Erection of a new agricultural storage building and associated 
farm track.  Home Farm, Dane End, Ware Herts 

   Comments by 1st April 2022. 
   The PC were objecting to the access for the grain store as sited on the brow of the 

hill as it would be a hazard to traffic approaching the Village.  TH commented that 
this was one of the reasons for the Lagoon application being rejected. 

 
   4.2 Decisions  
   3/22/0270/NMA Erection of a new agricultural storage building and associated 

farm track.  Home Farm, Dane End, Ware Herts 
   Permission refused. 
 

5.  FINANCE 
   
  6.1   CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED/SENT  
  18/2/22 Email from Queens Green Canopy to Claire Monk confirmation of    
  submission.  CM commented that she had straightened out some of the saplings  
  which had been blown about in the storms. 
  28/2/22 Roy Gurvitz, Meerkat Maquees Quote re Platinum Jubilee 
  28/2/22 Esther Piper Email re confirmation of ACV Registration for Horses’      
  Meadow. 
  1/3/22 Email from Andrew Huggins – Proposed Boundary Changes and reply to TH  
  (9/3/22).  TH commented that Little Munden would now be grouped with Great   
  Munden, Ardeley, Sacombe, and Bengeo Rural.  It would be one of the bigger   
  Parishes overall.  
  3/3/22 Email from Lorna Stewart Request for stall at Jubilee event (fused glass) –  
  has own Gazebo.   
  3/3/ Email to Derek Wheeler re loan of table and chairs from Hall for Jubilee event.    
  DW had agreed to the loan of the furniture. 
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8/3/22 Email to/from Colin O’Sullivan confirming booking of Monitors for Jubilee   
event. 
10/3/22 Email from Sarah Henderson re turning by School on A602 more bollards 
required.  TH had complained about this to Hope Merriman but so far had not got a 
response.  She added that her feeling was that the A602 Improvements wouldn’t be 
finished until July 22. 
3/3/22 Email from TH to Hope Merrimen re responsibility for the Highways and a 
plea to try and get HCC, Landowners and local Parish Councils together to establish 
who is responsible for ditches and banks. TH had asked for a meeting in person with 
regards to Highways but had not heard anything yet. 
11/3/22 David Prince/Vintage Car Rally request to bring Ford Model T 1926 
11/3/22 Ben Golding email in response to Village Trees post in Newsletter, request 
for flowering trees between his posts outside the Village Shop.  All thought this was a 
good idea and that it would enhance the centre of the Village.   
 
6.2  LATE POST 
17/3/22 Invitation to the Chairman’s Charity Garden Party from Ken Crofton at the 
Henry Moore Foundation.  All were interested in attending the event.  To respond by 
28th March. 
 
7.    FORTHCOMING APM 
It was agreed to hold the Annual Parish Meeting at 8 pm on Thursday 28th April 
following the Annual Parish Council Meeting at 7.30 pm. 
 
Luton Airport Consultation:  All were against this initiative as there would be 70% 
more flights, including more flights at night.  TH suggested that Councillors should 
express their opposition to this by going onto the Consultation site at 
LutonRising.org.uk by April 4th 2022. 
 
8.    STATE OF THE ROADS 
 
PA stated that Ringway had started filling in Category 1 holes on Whempstead Road 
but were only doing random potholes, so this would not address the situation as a 
whole and the holes will just pop up within a few days.  He went onto say that 
Ringway had been marking all the holes but the rain had washed all these away.   
Lois Dewhurst commented how Whitehills is now horrific, and that all of the residents 
are fed up with it as none of the repairs are lasting any length of time.   
 
Brian Penn commented that his wife had reported one – contacted the Council who 
now carry out a risk assessment on potholes, designating them as Category 1 or 2.  
He also commented that Category 1 potholes should be done within 20 days of 
being reported and had asked for the Risk Assessment documents for all the roads 
which he would gladly pass on to the Parish Council.  TH had requested meetings 
regarding this issue but KC had not responded.   
 
LD commented that just patching up holes is pointless and that the root of the 
problem needs to be addressed which includes ditches water and drains.  She went 
on to describe how the drains haven’t been emptied for years and years.  The water 
does get sucked out of the drains but then they don’t follow this up by clearing the 
ditches.  She felt it would be a good idea for the local Parishes to get together and 
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have a road sweeper from November to March to clear the leaves and to clear the 
hedge cuttings the farmers leave behind.  She went on to comment how years and 
years of no clearance has resulted in the appalling state of the roads now and that 
having travelled extensively around the UK recently in comparison to most places, 
East Herts is the most unloved county they had been to.  PA had arranged for a road 
sweeper along Sacombe Pound which would be done once a month.  All the leaves 
have filled up the ditch which Paul had cleared himself a few months ago.  Tracey 
had written to Highways and Ringway regarding setting up a meeting and had also 
contacted the NFU to get contacts for farmers,  It was proposed to pull all the groups 
together responsible for ditches, roads and banks, to get a clear maintenance 
program set up.  She said there needs to be a clear map showing who is responsible 
for each area.   
 
TH also pointed out that Munden Road had been re-dressed, which didn’t particularly 
need work at the time and that they should have addressed the problem with 
Whitehills first.  LD also pointed out that there was a permanent lake of water on the 
top of Whitehills.   
 
The general consensus of opinion was to get Parish Councils working together and 
involved with the use of Social media, put pressure on Highways.  LGS to look into 
possibilities using various platforms.  TH suggested a group similar to that suggested 
by the Much Hadham Chairman on problems with Enforcement in Planning. 
 
TH was planning on going out and pin pointing the location of every pot hole on the 
What 3 Words App and would report back to the fault line. 
 
There was also a problem with the continuing shut down of the A602 and the 
diversion signs that had been put up.  These were easily misread and had caused 
some lost HGV drivers diverting through Dane End and Sacombe Pound.  PA 
suggested that these should be taken down as they were only confusing drivers.  TH 
commented that it was imperative that Tilbury Douglas stop the HGVs coming 
through the village.   
 
9.    FOOTBALL POSTS 
Billy reported that the company installing the football posts suggested that the pitch 
would need to be rolled and also white lines painted on.  GW to ask Kirkham 
Contracting if this was something they could do. 
 
10.  EVENTS FOR PLATINUM JUBILEE 3-6 JUNE 22  
PA reported that generators could be purchased locally at £195.00 each and there 
was in fact a local firm at Crouchfields (Mark Peters) who supplied these.  The event 
would need probably no more than 2 units. 
 
TH was still looking into finding someone to do a hog roast.  The bar would start at 
lunch time and BS would look into finding a burger van to do the event. 
 
11.  RECEIVE NOTICE OF ANY OTHER BUSINESS FROM PARISH    
       COUNCILLORS AND TO DEAL WITH THOSE MATTERS IF     
       APPROPRIATE 
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PA had tried contacting Steve Russell the Chairman of the Sacombe Parish Meeting 
but had had no response.  It was felt that they could work with Little Munden Parish 
Council on issues such as Highways etc. 
 
12.  TO CONSIDER PARISH MATTERS FROM PARISHIONERS 
Brian Penn noted that the Linx bus didn’t go to Hertford and Ware.  All felt this was 
ridiculous as these were the main shopping centres that local residents would use.  It 
was agreed to contact Ken Crofton regarding these as other areas such as Baldock 
had been successful.  It was agreed that the link be put on the Website. 
 
TH wanted to arrange an Extraordinary Meeting with residents and the Police 
regarding the drug problem in the village.  She commented that the meeting in the 
Barn with Thundridge Parish Council and the Police had been disappointing in 
addressing drug issues as it was concentrated on agricultural issues such as Hare 
Coursing. 
 
LGS felt it would be a good idea to get night vision cameras set up or at least sign 
warning of CCTV cameras which would at least operate as a deterrent to the drug 
dealers. 
 
LGS commented that matters such as the 20s Plenty Campaign and conversatons 
regarding the state of the roads, could be pushed to the forefront by means of Social 
Media.  This would also be a good tool for advertising the Jubilee Event and agreed 
to start working on this for various social media platforms. 
 

13.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING: - 
 The Meeting was brought to a close at 9.20 pm and the next Parish Council Meeting 
and Annual Parish Meeting would take place on 28th April 2022 commencing at 7.30 
pm. 
 


